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gesimo quarto. Juramento Francisci Clerk notarii publici pro-
curatoris domine Anne relicte et executricis etc. Cui commissa
fuit administracio bonorum etc. de bene etc. Jurat.
102. 7 FEBRUARY 1583. SIR HUMPHREY GILBERT TO SIR
FRANCIS WALSINGHAM*.
Right honorable, wheras it hath pleased your honour to let
mee understande that her majestic of her especiall care had of
my well doinge, & prosperous success, hath wished my stay att
home from the personall execution of my intended discovery as
a man noted of not good happ by sea: for the which I acknow-
ledge my selfe so much bounde unto her majestic, as I know not
how to deserve the leaste parte therof, otherwise then with my
continuall prayer, and most faythfull and forvvarde sendee
during lyfe: And now to excuse my selfe, and satisfye your honor
touching the objections made of my staye, it may please yow to
be advertised that in my first enterprise I retorned with great
losse, because I would not my selfe, nor suffer any of my com-
panye to doe any thinge contrarye to my worde given to her
majestic and your selfe: for yf I had not farr preferred my
credit before my gayne, I needed not to have retorned so poore
as then I did. / And touching this my last stay at Hampton, it
hath proceeded by Southwest wyndes of godes making and
sending: and therefore not my faulte or negligence. But yf I
wear giltye of delaye, the principall charge is my owne, and noe
losse to any other, for my adventures as I had them for the most
parte in wares, so I have them still without any losse to anye of
them. And in truthe the outerage of this winter hath ben a
common hyndrance to all men of this realme southwarde
bounde. Yea and the wyndes so contrarye as that it hath droven
shippes from the yles of the Asores uppon this coste without
spreading any sayle at all. A thinge I thinke never harde of be-
fore. And the king of Portingale beeing at the Tercera coulde
not in all this tyme recover the Maderaes, How farr impossible
then hadd it ben for mee to have performed my jorney this
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